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The charter of 1504 marked the "beginnings of the
long years of strong, and generally just and efficient,
control which the company has exercised over the
craft. There may have been temporary lapses from
the path of rectitude, perhaps at times the company
put its own privileges as a corporate body before the
rights of individual members or of the provincial
offices, but throughout the centuries the purchasers
of wrought silver were in the main well served, and
English plate won a position which was well merited,
for it was honest metal, soundly wrought and much
of it of high artistic merit, Henry the Eighth con-
firmed his father's charter, but seized the opportunity
to levy a fine on the company and interpolated a
qualification in the clause relating to the governing
body* It was to act for the King and was to admit two
assayers and two members of other companies, who
were to be nominated by the Crown.
Penalties of varying degrees of severity were
provided in these early charters, but evasion was
practised, probably because it was profitable, perhaps
also because it was not easy to hold the balance fairly
between overlapping trades. Under the charters, for
example, gilders might not undertake the work of the
silversmiths and vice ww*. There were restrictions
011 the importation of gold and silver waxes except
under licence; prices for home trade w0re regulated
and in                  fixed ; in short, the company could
,when it chaose, and ..did when it was so inclined, act in
of free trading.
Throughout the reigns of Edward the Sixth and
Maxy and Elisabeth a good deal was done to restore
a               silver coinage to something approaching